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Project Date: June 2020, construction completed

Project Size: 1400 square feet
Project Location: Manhattan Beach, California

Site Conditions: Delicate existing vegetation,
surrounded by large traditional, suburban homes

Program: Single family home for an
environmental attorney, digital security specialist
and their two children

Project Narrative: In a neighborhood known for
its traditional mansions, the design ambition for
this home was to challenge the suburban status
quo by introducing a small, sustainable
structure.

On paper, its 1400 square feet disguise the
density of design decisions that were required to
craft a space that maximizes healthy rituals and
environmentally sensitive living.

From a full size heat-recovery lap pool, to passive
ventilation system, to a super-insulated roof,
every inch of the double gabled volume is
calibrated to challenge convention and
promote a responsible lifestyle.
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The simple geometry of the gable roof is interrupted by a
subtractive arch, designating both the primary entry and
the south-facing solar courtyard
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Due to the home’s modest footprint, the design team
maximized the use of built-in storage and shelving







No Air Conditioning

At first, the owners were nervous about not having a
traditional air conditioning system. However, through
a lengthy education process, they decided to
deploy a more holistic approach to the home’s
performance. This slender 1” vent is the rare visible

evidence of the ERV (Energy Recovery Ventilator)
system.
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The kid’s room features a loft space, positioned above
a built-in waredrobe and staircase with integrated
drawers. Raw cedar shingles contribute to the room’s
playful spirit.

Flowering Camellias surround the lap pool, having
been carefully protected and irrigated during the
contruction process.




Guests approach the home by way of a narrow
sideyard path, further defined by a low, soft stacked
stone wall, carefully positioned to avoid damaging the
existing Camellias.

The home culminates in a provocative composition:

The simple balance between two ridged volumes
(public and private) and a generous lap pool.



